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Driving ambition

Published Date: 23 January 2009
IM these days of celebrity culture, many people see the media a5 a glamarus job o
aspire to.

But forveteran radio DU Jeff Cooper it was the atherway round, As avoungster he had
twnd ambifions: o be a radio OJ - and to drive 3 bus,

The firstwas realised early onwhen BEC Radios 1 & 2 offered him a job as an
announcer and newsreader and then a show of his m'-m Thatwas at the lender ane of
22 Ii's taken a hit longer to
achigve the sacand.

Jeff explains; "0ne of the
regular callers on my Smioalh
Radio show last yearwas a
bus driver. During the mary
chats we had, | mentioned that
wehan |was young driving 3 bus
weas lhe other thing | abvays
weanted to do. Eventually he
challenged me to try it”

Slagecoach Yarkshire offered
o put Jeff theoudgh a beo-week
intensive course ending with 3
full bus driver's (PCW) driving
fesl

“It narmzlly takes severalweeks bhut | only had teio weeks swailable, =0 ifwas an
intensive regime of 7am stards, indudlion and instruction on an enarmous 40-food,
11-tonne bus. Rwas errifing a1 Arst” says the former Hallam FW presenmterwiio now
rurs s awen Shefield-based media company and on=ling rock station radioZXs.

“lwas throwm in &3l the deep endwith all the other beginnars who discoverad thal if vou
dont pass either first or second lime, you're oul.

"Therewas masses of technical data to leam, including a compulson EL exarm on bio
fo check far smugaled drugs and illegal immigranis: an impordant pad of driving a local
bus in 2009, apparenth

So how did he get on? Acconding to Stagecoach manager Paul Lynch: “Jeff really
respaonded lo the challenge, Swapping a radio studio for a bus driver's cab musi have
been & shock but he threw himself inba i,

“After some prefly intensive instruction he passed the tesifirsttime and he's now
intimately acquainted with many of our Sauth Yorkshire bus routes "

Az towhat's next ="I'n talking 1o Stagecoach about leaming one or by routes propery,
then maybe | can do some relief bus diving,® he says "Cetainh s good way o get to
knoows our listeners and wheare they I "



